
ARTS, CREATIVITY
AND CULTURAL

EDUCATION
COMMITMENT



At the Central Region Schools Trust (CRST), the arts are central to an excellent
education. They are not an optional extra but a core entitlement for every pupil.

Through Art and Design, Photography and Design Technology, pupils learn to
imagine, innovate and express themselves. The arts nurture confidence, resilience
and joy, while also enabling pupils to explore identity, celebrate diversity, and
challenge inequality. They develop critical thinking, problem-solving and
collaboration skills that prepare them for both creative and non-creative pathways.

As a Trust founded by the Royal Society of Arts, we honour our heritage by
embedding creativity and cultural education into every aspect of school life. We
believe that access to the arts is a driver of social justice, equipping young people
with the knowledge, skills and cultural capital to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

Our commitment ensures that every pupil experiences:
A rich and inclusive curriculum that inspires curiosity and ambition.
Meaningful enrichment opportunities that broaden horizons and deepen
learning.
Connections with people, places and processes that extend learning beyond
the classroom and into the wider community.

This forms part of our CRST Enrichment Guarantee, ensuring every child benefits
from memorable and transformative creative experiences that spark aspiration,
build confidence, and open doors to future opportunities.

OUR COMMITMENT

SUPPORTING SOCIAL  JUST ICE



Teachers  and  Midd le  Leaders  Commit  to :

•  Engag ing  P ro fess iona l  A r t i s t s  and  Des igne r s  b y
commiss ion ing  spec ia l i s t s  t o  l ead  h igh -qua l i t y  l ea rn ing .

•  C rea t i ng  Co l l abo ra t i ve  P rog rammes  by  deve lop ing
exh ib i t i ons ,  showcases  and  j o i n t  p ro j ec t s  ac ross
schoo l s .

•  In vo l v i ng  Fami l i e s  b y  ce l eb ra t i ng  ach ie vements  and
d raw ing  on  t he  sk i l l s  and  expe r i ences  o f  pa rent s .

 •  H igh l i gh t i ng  C rea t i ve  Ca ree r s  b y  l i n k i ng  l ea rn ing  t o
oppo r tun i t i e s  i n  c rea t i ve  i ndus t r i e s .

 •  U t i l i s i ng  Loca l  Cu l t u ra l  Resou rces  b y   engag ing  w i t h
ga l l e r i e s ,  museums ,  and  commun i t y  i n i t i a t i ves .

 •  Co l l abo ra t i ng  Ac ross  t he  Trus t  b y   pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n
compe t i t i ons ,  a r t s  day s  and  j o i n t  i n i t i a t i ves .

 •  Pu r su ing  P ro fess iona l  Deve lopment  ,  embedd ing
c rea t i v i t y  and  soc ia l  j u s t i ce  i n  p rac t i ce .

Pup i ls  Commit  to :

•  S tudent  Leade r sh ip  i n  t he  A r t s  –  w i t h  A r t s   Champ ions
in  e ve r y  yea r  g roup .

 •  Ac t i ve  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  –  engag ing  f u l l y  i n  cu r r i cu l a r  and
ex t ra - cu r r i cu l a r  oppo r tun i t i e s .

 •  Pu r su ing  Acc red i t a t i on  –  ga in ing  r ecogn i t i on  t h rough
Ar t s  Awa rd  and  s im i l a r  pa thway s .

 •  Bu i l d i ng  A l umn i  Connec t i ons  –  s t a y i ng  connec ted  and
p romot ing  cu l t u ra l  p rog ress  a f t e r  l ea v i ng  schoo l .

THROUGH EXCEPTIONAL SCHOOLS



Principals and Senior Leadership Teams Commit to:

•  Deve lop ing  a  S t ra teg i c  P l an  –  ensu r i ng  i nc l us i ve
cu r r i cu l a ,  e x t ra - cu r r i cu l a r  ac t i v i t i e s ,  and  s t r ong
pa r tne r sh ips .

 •  Appo in t i ng  Champ ions  –  des igna t i ng  s t a f f  t o  l ead
and  advoca te  fo r  t he  a r t s .

 •  Encou rag ing  Acc red i t a t i on  –  suppo r t i ng  schoo l s ,
s t a f f  and  pup i l s  t o  ach ie ve  r ecogn i t i on .

 •  P rov id ing  Spec ia l i s t  Teach ing  –  sha r i ng  expe r t i se
and  resou rces  ac ross  t he  Trus t .

 •  P r i o r i t i s i ng  P ro fess iona l  Deve lopment  –  embedd ing
c rea t i v i t y  and  equ i t y  i n to  p ro fess iona l  l ea rn ing .

Governing Bodies Commit to:

•  S t ra teg i c  In teg ra t i on  –  embedd ing  a r t s ,  des ign  and
cu l t u ra l  educa t i on  i n  schoo l  deve lopment  p l ans .

 •  Appo in t i ng  Champ ions  –  suppo r t i ng  a r t s  l eade r sh ip
a t  gove rnance  l e ve l .

 •  Resou rc ing  and  Accountab i l i t y  –  ensu r i ng  su f f i c i en t
i n ves tment  and  equ i t ab l e  access .

 •  Track ing  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  –  mon i to r i ng  engagement ,
e spec ia l l y  fo r  d i sadvantaged  pup i l s .

 •  E xp lo r i ng  Pa r tne r sh ips  –  wo rk ing  w i t h  o rgan i sa t i ons
such  as  A r t s  Connec t  Wes t  M id l ands  t o  p romote  soc i a l
j u s t i ce .

SUPPORTING SOCIAL  JUST ICE



The Trust Commits to:

•  Bu i l d i ng  on  RSA  Founda t i ons  –  sus ta in ing
innova t i on ,  c r ea t i v i t y  and  soc ia l  j u s t i ce .

 •  Fac i l i t a t i ng  Co l l abo ra t i on  –  sha r i ng  r esou rces  and
expe r t i se  ac ross  schoo l s .
 •  Engag ing  Insp i ra t i ona l  F igu res  –  connec t i ng  pup i l s
w i t h  p ro fess iona l s  and  mento r s .

 •  E xpand ing  Oppo r tun i t i e s  –  f und ra i s i ng  fo r
i n i t i a t i ves  t ha t  w iden  pa r t i c i pa t i on .

 •  Resea rch  and  Impac t  –  e va l ua t i ng  t he  e f fec t  o f
a r t s  educa t i on  and  sha r i ng  bes t  p rac t i ce .

 •  Annua l  Rev iews  –  ensu r i ng  ou r  commi tments
rema in  amb i t i ous ,  i nc l us i ve  and  t rans fo rma t i ve .

Our Shared Purpose

By  commi t t i ng  t o  t hese  p r i nc ip l es ,  t he  Cent ra l  Reg ion
Schoo l s  Trus t  w i l l  p ro v ide  a  t rans fo rma t i ve  a r t s
educa t i on  t ha t  empowers  pup i l s  t o  become  c rea t i ve ,
con f i dent  and  soc ia l l y  consc ious  i nd i v i dua l s  –
p repa red  no t  on l y  t o  t h r i ve  i n  t he i r  f u t u res ,  bu t  t o
shape  t he  commun i t i e s  and  i ndus t r i e s  o f  t omor row .

THROUGH EXCEPTIONAL SCHOOLS



“DT has opened my eyes to how creative skills are
used in technology, engineering and design. I can

see myself doing this as a job in the future.” 

Our commitment goes beyond the
classroom. Creative Futures is our
programme to connect pupils with the
breadth of careers and opportunities in the
creative industries.

Pupils learn about pathways into careers in
design, photography, product development,
architecture, media, engineering and digital
innovation.

We are building strong partnerships with
universities,, creative organisations and
professionals to broaden horizons and break
down barriers to access. A key focus of
Creative Futures is challenging stereotypes,
widening participation and ensuring all
pupils can see themselves in creative
careers.

The UK’s creative industries are among the
fastest-growing sectors, contributing
significantly to culture, innovation and the
economy. Through Creative Futures, we
ensure our pupils understand the importance
of these opportunities, feel valued, and are
excited about the future and the possibilities
open to them, with their voices amplified.

CREATIVE FUTURES

SUPPORTING SOCIAL  JUST ICE



The CRST Arts Award is the flagship
celebration of our commitment. Each
year, pupils from across all CRST
schools showcase their talents in Art
and Design, Photography and Design
Technology.

Entries are brought together in Trust-
wide exhibitions, giving pupils a
platform to have their creativity
recognised and celebrated.

The Award is more than a competition.
It is:

A celebration of achievement,
recognising effort, imagination and
excellence.
A showcase of talent, sharing the
creativity of our pupils with the
wider community.
An inspiration for others,, raising
aspirations and encouraging future
participation.
An expression of inclusion, ensuring
all pupils, regardless of background,
can contribute and be recognised.
A celebration of community,  
bringing pupils, families and staff
together in pride and shared
purpose.

Certificates and trophies recognise
winners, but all participants benefit
from seeing their creativity valued and
their voices amplified.

CRST ARTS AWARD

THROUGH EXCEPTIONAL SCHOOLS

“I never imagined my artwork would be hanging in a
gallery. Knowing people went to look at it made me
feel proud of myself in a way I’ve never felt before.” 








